
 
 
Yes!  Some ream wrappers have a plastic vapor barrier sprayed on them that 
contaminates the paper bales. There are many different kinds of paper wrappers. 
To test the reams you need to put some water on the wrapper and rub it in.  If it 
goes completely thru, indicating it doesn’t have any plastic, then it is recyclable. If 
you rub the water in and then see a piece of plastic on the wrapper, then it’s 
trash and not recyclable. If the wrappers are recyclable they can go in the mixed. 
If your work area is not already purchasing one of these products, one good 
source of paper that comes in recyclable wrappers is Boise-Aspen 30 (forest 
green color on packaging). 
 


